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I I The purpose of this book is to shed light on

an area of adult education often over

looked and inadequately understood, that
of education that takes place in nonformal educa-
tion sites, particularly in public places in North
America. Through an intensive investigation of
three nonformal educational sites (e.g., museums,
state parks, consumer education sites) involving
teaching observations, interviews with educators
and learners this book provides a rare in-depth
perspective of adult education, and it leads to a
reconceptualization of nonformal education as it
is presently understood. Teaching in public
places is not predetermined, but ever shifting,
based on a variety of contextual factors. Develop-
ing an awareness of these factors leads to a
richer understanding about the differences be-
tween formal and nonformal education. Further-
more, exploring teaching in museums, parks, and
consumer education sites reminds scholars and
practitioners the importance of giving attention
to nonformal education in cultural institutions, a
type of education often overlooked. It also
provides greater clarity to other types and set-
tings, particularly in developed countries.

Through this new understanding, educators and
program developers are more informed about
how to instruct and develop nonformal educa-
tion programs in public places.
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